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www.goulburnregionalconservatorium.org 
 

 

Term 1, 2010:  
Starts: Monday 1 February 

Finishes:  Thursday 1 April 
 
Welcome to Term 1 2010. 
 
After 11 very enjoyable years, 
this will be my last report as 
Director of the Goulburn 
Regional Conservatorium. I have 
been offered - and have 
accepted - the position of 
Director at the Murray 
Conservatorium of Music in 
Albury. It is a challenge that I am 
looking forward to and intend to 
stay in the position for a 
minimum of five years. After all 
this time, it gives me a very 
strange sensation to be writing 
these words. I guess that it had 
to happen eventually!  
 
I have enjoyed my time in 
Goulburn and have made many 
good friends and been privileged 
to work with many excellent 
colleagues 
 
Since I started as Director in 
1999, the GRC has moved into 
its current premises, has seen an 
amazing increase in funding 
($37K in 1999 as opposed to 
$289K now!), experienced the 
growth of the Ensembles’ 
Program from nothing to what it 
is today, instituted “School’s 
Music Week”, provided schools 
with curriculum support 
programs, renovated St 
Saviour’s Hall for performances 
and also experienced student 

numbers rising to unprecedented 
numbers. I don’t claim all of the 
success. Simply put, these things 
can’t be done without a great 
team and in this regard, the GRC 
has been very fortunate both with 
tutors and Boards of 
Management. My sincere thanks 
go to all of these people. 
Of these achievements, the one 
that I believe has had the 
greatest impact was the move in 
2006 from the cottage in Verner 
St to the TAFE campus that we 
now enjoy. This came about after 
years of lobbying the State 
Government to allow the GRC to 
use the building. For those of you 
who don’t know or remember, 
the GRC was housed in a small 
cottage consisting of 6 Rooms 
from 1985-2005. For the life of 
me, I can’t comprehend how we 
managed to run the GRC in such 
a small place. In fact, the GRC 
still uses the “Old Con” for 
speech and drama as well as 
sewing classes. The fact that we 
have just signed off on a fifty-
year lease for the campus is a 
source of great joy for me. It’s 
fantastic to know that the future 
of the GRC is assured and I am 
proud to have played my part. 
My time at Goulburn is 
something that I will always 
cherish and I feel privileged to 
have been appointed to the 
position in late 1998. Next time 
you are at a concert, or in the 
GRC building, please look 
around you and take the time to 
reflect on how fortunate we are 
to have such fine facilities for 
music education and 
performances in Goulburn. 2010 
marks the 25th year that the GRC 
has been in operation, so when 
the celebrations kick off, please 
get involved and enjoy the 
moment! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Stephen O'Connell  
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
  

Welcome back everyone to a new year!  We are looking forward to 2010 with some fantastic performers to enjoy over the 
coming months. Term 1 will see the launch of the Goulburn Regional Conservatorium’s Silver Jubilee Subscription Series 
2010, with the first concert in this series being presented by The Vampires on March 4. This year we have decided to run 
our Subscription Series in two streams-classical and contemporary. These Subscription Series will allow the people of 
Goulburn to experience a number of high class performances for a very low price. Tickets will go on sale at the GRC office 
at the start of Term 1. See below for more detailed information on our Subscription Series. Also, don’t forget our regular 
GRC concerts! The Thursday Morning Concert Series will be continuing. We will also have a Scholarship Holders’ Concert 
on Thursday March 18

th
.  At the Conservatorium we believe that experiencing musical performances of a high -quality is 

extremely beneficial for students. As such, we have decided to begin an incentive system for students attending our 
concerts. For every 7 concerts a student attends, he/she will be entitled to a free lesson from any teacher at the 
Conservatorium.  We are also excited to announce that Roger Woodward will be performing at The Con on June 23

rd,
,so 

keep that evening free! 

SILVER JUBILEE SUBSCRIPTION SERIES 2010 

          CLASSICAL: 

     Tues 11
th

 May SUBSCRIPTION I:  
7:30pm  Konstantin Shamray 
Konstantin is a Russian pianist. A student at the Gnessin State Musical College, he won second prize at the 2007 Higher 
Academies of Music Competition and won a gold medal at the 2007 Russian Delphic games. One year later, Konstantin won 
the Sydney International Piano Competition.  He has performed as a soloist internationally.  Konstantin will be performing at 
the Conservatorium in May. 

   

     Fri 2nd
 
July  SUBSCRIPTION II:  

7:30pm  Sydney Symphony Orchestra Fellows  
The Sydney Symphony’s flagship training ensemble, The Fellowship, will visit Goulburn for the second time. The Fellows are 
chosen annually from over a hundred applicants through an extremely competitive process. The selected musicians are 
provided with a year of intense mentoring and tutoring with the musicians of the Sydney Symphony and its international 
guest artists. They also have the opportunity to regularly perform with the Sydney Symphony as part of the orchestra. 
www.sydneysymphony.com 

 

      Tues 29
th 

July  SUBSCRIPTION III:  

7:30pm                      Simon Tedeschi            
Simon Tedeschi is quite often described by respected critics  and musical peers as “one of the finest artists in the world”. He 
has recorded with the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra and Sydney Symphony Orchestra including a performance in front of 
a crowd of 100,000 in 2001.  Tedeschi’s debut CD led to nominations for a MO Award for Classical Performer of the Year 
and an Aria award for Classical Record of the Year. www.Simontedeschi.com 

 
     Wed 1st Sep             SUBSCRIPTION IV: 

     7:30pm                     Melbourne Guitar Quartet  
A young and energetic guitar ensemble formed in 2005, the Melbourne Guitar Quartet features Anthony Field, Ben Dix, 
Jeremy Tottenham and Peter Karutz. Displaying expert musicianship at an international performance standard, MGQ have a 
strong reputation for playing with a vibrant energy and maturity.  The MGQ treated the audience a thoroughly entertaining 
performance at The Con last year.  www.melbourneguitarquartet.com.au 
 

Thurs 23
rd 

Sep TBC   SUBSCRIPTION V:  
7:30pm  Griffyn Ensemble 
Formed by the unique combination of flute, oboe, clarinet, trombone, harp, percussion, violin, viola and cello, the Griffyn 
Ensemble is one of Australia’s emerging chamber music groups. They rise fantastically to the challenge of finding repertoire 
for the unusually scored ensemble, while exploiting their unique sound. www.myspace.com/griffynensemble 
 
 

     CONTEMPORARY: 
 

Thurs 4
th 

Mar   SUBSCRIPTION I:  

7:30pm    The Vampires 
The Vampires are quickly becoming an icon on the Australian jazz scene with thei r unique blend of soulful jazz, old school 
reggae and South American music.  Featuring compositions by saxophonist Jeremy Rose (Bell award winner for young 
Australian jazz artist of the year) and trumpeter Nick Garbett, their powerful melodic invention and use of surprising grooves 
sets them apart from the rest.  www.thevampires.com.au 

 

From the Manager, Performances & Outreach 
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Dates for 2010 

 
Please put the following dates in your diary!  

Term 1; Monday 1 February – Thursday 1 April  

Term 2; Monday 19 April – Friday 2 July  
Term 3; Monday 19 July – Friday 24 September 
Term 4; Monday 11 October – Friday 17 December 

http://www.sydneysymphony.com/
http://www.simontedeschi.com/
http://www.melbourneguitarquartet.com.au/
http://www.myspace.com/griffynensemble
http://www.thevampires.com.au/


 

 

Thurs 25
th

 Mar            SUBSCRIPTION II:  

7:30pm                       Mark Ginsburg Band 
The band consists of Mark Ginsburg on saxophone, Greg Coffin playing piano, Karl Dunnicliff on bass and Tim Firth on drums. 
The Mark Ginsburg Band” forges new territory the meeting place of contemporary jazz, Jewish prayer modes and ancient folk 
songs. times haunting, yet melodic and beautiful, the Mark Ginsburg Band strikes a skilful balance between moments of 
intensity and tranquility.” The ‘Generations Tour” explores Mark’s musical roots and heritage combining ancient modes with 
modern themes. There will be a presentation of Mark’s research work  (part of a Master of Music degree the Sydney 
Conservatorium) examining the linkages between Jewish cantorial singing and jazz improvisation. The presentation will be 
followed by a performance by the band. 
www.markginsburg.com.au 

 

May/June                    SUBSCRIPTION III:  
7:30pm                        Way Out West   
“Way out West have developed a unique and alluring sound, blending Vietnamese and African influences with jazz in a 
surprising and vibrant manner, which has gained a reputation as one of the most innovati ve and exciting new groups on the 
Australian music scene. Way out West are winners of the 2009 Australian Bell Awards for Best Ensemble Of The Year ”  They 
will celebrate the release of a new album in May.  www.jazzhead.com/wayoutwest 

 
Thurs 10

th
 June           SUBSCRIPTION IV: 

 7:30pm                       Vertical 
Vertical is a jazz quartet with basses, drums, pianos, keyboards, saxophones and wind instruments. The band performs 
concerts regularly at jazz festivals and jazz venues in Australia. A CD is planned for release in 2010. 
www.myspace.com/ericcajaye 

 

Thurs 22nd July           SUBSCRIPTION V: 
 7:30pm                        Illara 
In May/June 2008 and August/September 2009, 14 artists travelled to Luritja Country in Central Australia to create visual 
artworks and music. Camped at Illara, a sacred aboriginal site, they created artworks of great beauty, spirituality and intensity. 
Reacting to the intense isolation of the environment, Stephen O’Connell created compositions that fuse jazz and blues. These 
works were triggered by the unique characteristics of our ancient harsh land, its inhabitants and the creatures that live in Illara. 
www.myspace.com/stepheno39connell 
 

Subscription Series: for either the Contemporary Series or the Classical Series 

 
ADULT:   $120 per series ($200 for a subscription to both series)  
CONCESSION:   $105 per series ($175 for a subscription to both series)  

GRC STUDENT:  $90 per series ($150 for a subscription to both series)  
 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

The Conservatorium offers classes in aural training- depending on numbers.  Laszlo Strasser will be available to teach this 

class after school on Tuesdays at 5pm.  Aural training improves  reading ability (it is a requisite in major conservatoriums). 

Laszlo has an L.Mus.A. in performance and a BA (Musicology) from UNE.  Please call the office for details.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suzuki Strings, Traditional Strings and Early Childhood Music 

 

We are pleased to announce that commencing Term 1, Debbie McConnell will be returning to the GRC to teach 

Suzuki strings, Early Childhood Music, piano, voice and speech & drama. Debbie is a highly successful 

teacher who has been teaching in Goulburn for several years and we are very lucky to have her working 

with us. Another person coming on board is Geoff Stewart-Richardson, who will be teaching traditional 

strings. Employing Debbie & Geoff is an essential part of a long term plan to ensure that the GRC has 

ongoing orchestral and string programs. Wanda Kower and Les Strasser will continue to offer lessons in 

traditional string teaching and will be working closely with Debbie & Geoff to ensure that we offer the 

best and most comprehensive string teaching program in the region. Also, Debbie’s Early Childhood Music 

program is fantastic for youngsters and is suitable for children as young as 6 months old. She will be 

joining Deb Kane & Bec Mifsud in the Early Childhood Department. These classes are educational, great fun 

and are held most days of the week. Please call Nick or Dianne in the office to find out more information 

about these new and exciting programs. 

New parking arrangements for the GRC 

Please note that due to staff concerns surrounding the safety of GRC students, a 

significant change will soon be occurring regarding parking arrangements at the entrance 

of the Conservatorium. The Goulburn Mulwaree Council’s Traffic Committee met to consider 

the issue and Council subsequently resolved that a No Parking sign will be installed 

outside the Conservatorium. The No Parking restrictions will be in place on weekdays from 

3.00 – 6.00pm to allow students to be dropped off and picked up. No Parking means that you 

can stop temporarily for the purpose of setting down or picking up passengers and goods – 

you must not leave the vehicle. This measure is for the safety of GRC students and will be 

enforced by Police and Council Officers. 

http://www.markginsburg.com.au/
http://www.jazzhead.com/wayoutwest
http://www.myspace.com/ericcajaye
http://www.myspace.com/stepheno39connell


 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  

  
  

    

Sat 13th  February The Australian Blues Music Festival 
Workshops in Rooms 8 and 14 (10.30am and 12.30pm) 

Workshops will be in blues guitar, harmonica, drums and industry 
The Bellhops (featuring Stephen O’Connell) will perform at 4pm. They will be 

recording their new album at the show. 

$10 / workshop 
 
 
 
$10 

Thurs 4
th
 March 

 
Thursday Morning Concert Series Featuring Various Artists  

Room 1     11.00am 
$5 

Thurs 4
th
 March Subscription I:  The Vampires 

Room 12     7.30pm 
$35/$30/$25 
Or subscription rates 

Thurs 18
th
 March  Scholarship Holders’ Concert 

Room 12     7.30pm 
$ note donation 
 
 

Thurs 25
th
 March Subscription II: The Mark Ginsburg Band 

Room 12     7.30pm 
$20/$15/$5 
Or subscription rates 

Sat 27
th
 March Clean up Day at The Con from 10am 

Please come and help us to spruce up the building.  Please let us know that you 
are coming so we can provide lunch and refreshments! 

 

 

Thurs 1
st
  April Thursday Morning Concert Featuring Various Artists 

Room 1     11.00am 
$5 

   

 

 
 

Big Jazz Band: Every second Monday  
Regional Band: Wednesdays; 4:00 - 5:00pm 
Choir: Thursdays; 6:30 - 8:00pm 

Saxophone Group: Mondays; 4.00 - 5.00pm 
Flute & Recorder Groups: Friday Afternoons at the Con 
Senior Recorder Group: Monday 6.00-7.00pm 

Junior Strings: Wednesday 4.00-5.00pm St Saviourôs Hall 
Junior Choir: Wednesday 5.00-6.00pm St Saviourôs Hall 

 

 

 


